1. Topic: Refugees
2. Strand: Societies and Cultures
3. Rationale for teaching this topic

Australia is a multicultural country, made up of indigenous people, migrants and refugees. The topic of refugees regularly features in current media reports and tends to be emotive and polarising. The topic of refugees is recognised as an important issue by various bodies including the United Nations General Assembly through the dedicated agency of the UNHCR (refer http://www.unhcr.org) and by the Refugee Council of Australia (refer http://www.refugeecouncil.org.au/). 
This topic is designed for Year 6/7 students in accordance with the SACSA framework for Society and Environment which suggests the topic of refugees as an inquiry topic for the Middle Years (6/7) Band (DECS, 2004, p. 59).
By focussing on this topic, I hope that students might:

· Gain a deeper insight into the groups that make up multicultural Australia, particularly because information that forms the basis for understanding has the potential to counter discrimination;

· Develop values clarification skills and further develop skills in respect of critical inquiry and analysis therefore being better placed to consider bias and emotion in reporting around the issue of refugees;

· Engage with diverse viewpoints and feel compelled to take responsibility for debunking common myths around the topic of refugees within their homes and at school; and,

· Value diversity and justice with a focus on welcoming refugees into our community (including school community);

· Emerge with an active commitment to the welfare, rights and dignity of all people; and

· Participate more fully in the life of a democratic Australia as ethical, active and informed citizens.

4. The learning focus of the unit plan
4.1 What knowledge and understandings (concepts) are focussed on in this topic?

Identity and Citizenship

Multiculturalism

Diversity

Discrimination
Rights and Responsibilities

· Key idea (SACSA) – Students analyse critically the ways in which communities in Australia and other countries seek to maintain social cohesion and foster cultural diversity. Using these insights, they consider and develop strategies for preferred futures. F Id T KC1 KC6 (DECS, 2004, p. 40).
· Outcome (SACSA) – 3.7 Considers factors which contribute to personal and group identity and social cohesion, and valuing cultural diversity within and outside Australia. Id In T KC1 (DECS, 2004, p. 40).

4.2 What skills are focussed on in this topic?

In this topic students will apply values, undertake critical inquiry and analysis, and work individually, in pairs and in groups to undertake research and communicate ideas. 
These skills are summarised in the SACSA Key Competencies as follows:
· KC1: Collecting, analysing and organising information 

· KC2: Communicating ideas and information 
· KC3: Planning and organising activities
· KC4: Working with others and in teams
· KC5: Using mathematical ideas and techniques 
· KC6: Solving problems 
· KC7: Using technology 
Refer http://www.sacsa.sa.edu.au/index_fsrc.asp?t=EVE
	 
	


· Key idea (SACSA) – Students develop research and social skills that promote recognition and appreciation of the heritage of Australia’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and other groups. They develop the capacities to identify and counter prejudice and contribute to Reconciliation. F T C KC1 (DECS, 2004, p. 40).

· Outcome (SACSA) – 3.8 Learns from rural and urban Aboriginal peoples and other minorities about their histories and present day experiences, and acts to counter prejudice. F TC (DECS, 2004, p. 40).
4.3 What values and actions are focussed on in this topic?
· What difference will this learning make in a student’s life?
· Values

The topic of refugees relates to two SOSE values as follows:
· Social Justice – raising awareness of the plight of individuals who face persecution and death, and the challenges and discrimination faced by those of who have resettled.

· Democratic processes – an appreciation of modern international law, and the immigration law of Australia which differs with respect to economic migrants as against humanitarian component for refugees. 

· Actions

The insights gained as a result of this unit of work will enable students to decode biases and counter discrimination. In addition, students may be moved to respond to needs of refugees within the Australian community and participate more fully in democratic decision making processes in Australia with respect to the issue of refugees.

· Key idea (SACSA) – Students analyse situations and act responsibly to enhance the democratic and human rights of individuals and groups, and to counter prejudice, racism, harassment or oppression. In T C KC1 (DECS, 2004, p. 41)
· Outcome (SACSA) – 3.9 Demonstrates responsible and respectful participation in group discussion and, in a team, plans and negotiates social action to enhance human rights in community contexts. In T C KC2 KC3 KC4. 
4.9 Researches and engages with others to enhance ethical behaviour in relation to the human rights of individuals and groups, within and across groups, cultures or countries. In T C KC1 (DECS, 2004, p. 41)
4.4 Thinking and working processes

· Thinking according to Bloom’s taxonomy
Activities within the unit plan for the topic of refugees are organised around the five cognitive skills described in the revised Bloom’s Taxonomy (Anderson & Krathwohl, 2001, pp. 67-68)
in order to move from lowest order to higher order thinking as follows:
· Remembering – students will be able to recognise and define refugees as opposed to migrants.
· Understanding – students will be able to explain why the rights of refugees require special attention.
· Applying – students will make a list of 10 things that they would take with them if forced to flee from their home.
· Analysing – students identify and analyse who influences their ideas and attitudes about refugees. 
· Evaluating – students will appraise common perceptions and articulate facts to debunk myths associated with refugees.
· Creating – students will raise awareness of these myths by authoring personal letters to parents and extended family, and creating posters for displays in common areas at school. 
· Working in S & E (reference to Global Perspectives Statement)
The topic of refugees links with the Global Perspectives statement with respect to Social Justice and Human Rights which suggests that students will:
· Identify unacceptable forms of discrimination, and devise strategies for challenging and avoiding these attitudes and practices.

· Consider the social rights of groups including minority groups.

· Explore different concepts of rights, each person’s responsibility to allow others to enjoy the same rights as oneself, and to uphold the rights and freedoms of individuals and communities that are disadvantaged or oppressed.

Refer Quittner and Sturak, (Eds) 2008, p. 10
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6. The learning sequence – teaching and learning activities

	Teacher Focus
	Learner Activity
	Learner organisation 
	Resources

	Tuning-in (Generate interest and establish prior knowledge)

	Lesson 1

The objective of this lesson is to determine the existing attitudes in the class and establish what the students know about refugees.

	Teacher plays episode 1 of SBS documentary on the smart board.
Teacher prompts students to record their reflection in workbook.
Display the knowledge poll questions on the smart board.
Explain to the students that the answers will be kept and used in the next lesson.

	Activity: Determining Perspectives 

View SBS Documentary: “Go back to where you came from” 2011 series Episode 1, stop at 16:22 minutes. Stream on line at:
http://www.sbs.com.au/shows/goback/episodes/detail/episode/4216/season/1
In this documentary excerpt, the subjects of the documentary express their feelings/positions/biases regarding refugees.

After viewing the excerpt, students write for 15 minutes on the question: Whose perspective (of the six subjects in the documentary) do you most identify with? Why?
Activity: Prior Knowledge 

“What do we know about refugees?” activity. Students respond in their workbooks to a knowledge poll comprising 7 questions. The students’ answers will be kept and referred to in a later lesson.
Refer to Appendix A for questions – This is a modified version of an activity from Rutter J, 1998, p. 120. 
	Whole class

Individual work
Individual work

	Smart Board and laptop for viewing documentary

Workbooks and pens for reflection.
Smart board for displaying questions.
Workbooks and pens for answers.

	Lesson 2

The objective of this lesson is for students to critically examine where their views in respect of refugees have been formed.

	Teacher explains that we live in a world where people have different opinions and ideas, such as political views, the environment, animal rights, human rights, religious beliefs, views about what goes on around them etc
Facilitate discussion and pose questions, take notes on the white board

Hand out “Roads to refuge” information sheet
	Activity: Your views

“Who influences your views” Activity from Rutter J, 1998 p. 132-3. 

In pairs each student are asked to draw a word wheel (similar to a mind map). Students write “ME” in the middle of their wheel and then radiating outward they are to write down all the people and things that influence their opinions. Their list might include: certain friends, parents, TV, magazines, internet etc.

At the completion of writing, a class discussion is held.

Questions: 

Who or what are the most important people/things in influencing your ideas?

Who do you think might influence your ideas about refugees?

Activity: Definitions 

Students read the “Roads to refuge” handout (from the Racism No Way website) to explore the definition of refugee versus migrant. 

After reading this handout, students compare the definitions within it to the Knowledge Poll questions completed in the Lesson 1. Students should make a note of the most interesting new piece of information in their workbook.


	In Pairs

Whole class

Individual work
	Large piece of paper and textas.

White board & markers

“Roads to Refuge” printout

	Deciding Directions (Establishing focus and extending scope)

	Lesson 3

The objective of this lesson is to build empathy and get students thinking about the experience of a refugee and extend their knowledge as to the facts of refugee numbers.

	Distribute the game boards and game pieces.
Explain the rules of the journey to safety game as follows:
· The game starts with each player making a list of 10 things they would take with them on their journey (must be things they can carry).

· Participants need to roll a “six” to start and then they move around the board attempting to get to the end.

· When students land on a chance card they pick up the relevant card and follow the instructions.
Facilitate class discussion

Assist students to get set up on their own PC or iPad. 

Email students the link to the quiz.

	Activity: A refugee experience
Students form groups of 4 and play “The Journey to Safety Game” (Refugee Kit 2, Global Education Centre). Each member of the group takes on the role of a refugee.
Following the game, a class discussion is built around the following discussion points:

What was the most dangerous part of your journey?

What was the least dangerous part?

What did you learn from the game about the experiences of refugees?

Activity:  Analysing the data
Refugee Quiz SBS website.
http://www.sbs.com.au/shows/goback/listings/page/i/2/h/Schools/ 

Scroll down and click on “Test your immigration knowledge” to take the quiz.
	Groups of 4

Whole class

Individual work


	7 x Game boards, 
chance cards

coloured marker packs and dice

1 x PC or iPad for each student.

	Organising ourselves (Locate resources and form groups)

	Lesson 4

The objective of this lesson is to identify sources of information about the topic including developing a critical awareness about the credibility of sources.

	Teacher to facilitate discussion thinking about international/national/local government/non-government (secular/religious) organisations and resources. 

Teacher to supplement the list that the class generates and record key answers for display.
Prompt class to organise into pairs and referring to the butcher’s paper, allocate, or ask pairs to choose a website resource to review.

Assist students to get set up and use computers or iPads in pairs.
View the word document produced by each group, to assess their understanding.
Assist students who require help using the Tagxedo program.

Review all completed word clouds before printing

Direct all groups to print their word cloud jpeg files and then display.


	Activity: Locating information
Students participate in a whole of class discussion as follows:
Part 1: Why should we investigate this topic of Refugees? 

· Does it affect Australia? How?
· Where do you hear about refugees?

· Do you know enough about it?

Part 2: What sort of information do we want to find out?

· Refugee real life stories

· Location of detention centres

· Refugee Statistics

· Media representations

Part 3: Where online can we get information about refugees?

· What organisations exist

· Refugee council of Australia

· Rethink refugees

· UNHCR

· Religious organisations

Activity: Assessing information
Each pair is to review one website, and answer the following:

· How well is it presented?

· Is the information easy to find and understand?

· Is it related to Australia?

· What information does it provide?

Using the website they have just reviewed, each pair will produce a list of descriptions and/or emotions surrounding refugees in a Word document.
This list of words will then be used to make a word cloud to share their findings with the rest of the class.
Activity: Displaying information 

Tagxedo word cloud activity

Working in pairs, students take the word document they have been working on and type the word “Refugee” at the end 6 times (this will make the text larger in the word cloud), all other descriptors/emotions surrounding refugees should be listed only once each. 
View the following Youtube link to see a tutorial showing how to use Tagxedo program: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o-pIq-4pDCo
Students copy and paste their lists into Tagxedo at  http://www.tagxedo.com/  to produce a word cloud. 
Students choose the colour, style, silhouette shape that they like. Once complete, word clouds will be printed out, and made into a wall display.


	Whole class

In pairs

In pairs
	Butchers paper and textas
1 x PC or iPad between each pair

Microsoft Word/Pages software on PC/iPad between each pair

Tagxedo website

	Finding out (Develop understandings)

	Lesson 5

The objective of this lesson is to challenge the current understanding and broaden knowledge with respect to the facts about refugees in Australia.

	Play DVD to class

Hand out Myth cards to pairs.
Demonstrate an example of how a presentation could work.

	Activity: Refugee overview

Watch Far From Home DVD (9mins)

Activity: Debunking myths
The pairs receive one of the Debunking Myth Cards and prepare a 1-2 minute presentation to the class. This should be in the student’s own words, and could be done as a role-play, a poster or a spoken presentation. Presentations will take place at the start of the following lesson.


	Whole class

In pairs


	Smart board and DVD player

Prepared Refugee Myth cards based on resource 1.4, 1.5 in the Taking Action folder and Refugee week teacher resource.

	Lesson 6

The objective of this lesson is your students to share the learning each pair has done in respect of myths surrounding refugees.

	Ensure smooth running of presentations

Play documentary

Display Pie chart from the SBS website on butcher’s paper.
Email the student log in details for Edmodo.
	Activity: Presentations
Debunking myths presentations in pairs.

Each pair presents for 1-2 minutes about the myth that has been debunked for them. The audience is encouraged to makes notes of some key learning through this session.
Activity: Video Tutorial 

SBS Documentary “Go Back to where you came from” Use Tutorial 1 “African Journey”, Modified version of Task 3 on the SBS website (4 mins).
View at the following link:

http://www.sbs.com.au/shows/goback/listings/detail/i/5/article/8376/African-Journey-Tutorial-1
This video outlines some of the prevailing attitudes towards Refugees in Australia. Students are asked to identify which description on the pie chart most closely represents their own position by placing their name sticker on the butcher’s paper. 
Once their position is indicated, they then write a response to the video from one of the other perspectives that is NOT their own (150 words). Response to be competed in a word document and uploaded to Edmodo (A secure class blogging website) for the teacher to review.

http://www.edmodo.com/home

	In pairs/whole class as audience
Whole class
Individual work
	Smart Board and laptop for viewing documentary



	Sorting out (Refining scope)

	Lesson 7

The objective of this lesson is to move from the broad topic of refugees to focussing thinking and learning on the topic of children as refugees by focussing on a specific story.

	Play Youtube clip 

Hand out song lyrics on a print out – refer Appendix B
Play link and view the TED talk

Organise small group discussion


	Activity: Focus on children as refugees

Emmanuel Jal story dealing with the topic of child refugees 

YouTube video clip “Emma” (4 mins)

A print out of the lyrics from Emma to be handed out to each
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bYt8w64T3wA
TED talk of Emmanuael Jal (18 mins)
http://www.ted.com/talks/emmanuel_jal_the_music_of_a_war_child.html
In small groups, students discuss the following questions:
· What did you find interesting about Emmanuel’s story?

· What is your reaction to children being forced to fight and kill in the conflict?

If time permits, a reporter from each group will report their responses back to the class.
	Whole class

Small groups 4-5

Whole class

	Smart Board and laptop for viewing documentary



	Lesson 8

Continuing the Sorting Out stage of the Inquiry Model, the objective of this lesson is to further develop the topic of children as refugees and develop empathy by helping students to put themselves in the shoes of a child refugee.

	Read “My Dog” story

Assist students to refine their ideas for planning their art piece.


	Activity: Children as refugees (Picture book)

Read “My Dog” by John Heffernen (10 mins)

Students are asked to prepare a visual response to My Dog around the question of what would you miss most if you had to leave your country?

Visual Activity:

Imagine you have to leave Australia tomorrow like the boy in the story left his home. Draw, paint or use craft resources to create an image that is the most memorable picture of where you live. This could be around your house, or other places you visit and enjoy. All students will present and explain their art piece focusing on why they would miss this place. 

In this lesson, students will only plan what their visual piece will be. They will produce the art piece in the following lesson.
	Whole class

Individual work


	My dog / written by John Heffernan; illustrated by Andrew McLean.

Hunters Hill, N.S.W: Scholastic Australia, 2001.

	Lesson 9

Continues from Lesson 8.

	Read “My Dog” story

Offer assistance to students as required in producing their art piece.


	Activity: Producing a visual response

Read “My Dog” again (10 mins).
Students are to review planning from last lesson and execute visual response to “My Dog”.

	Whole class

Individual work


	Various art and craft resources.

	Lesson 10

Continues from Lessons 8 and 9.

	Facilitate student sharing.


	Activity: Sharing the visual response

Students present and explain their art piece focusing on why they would miss this place, and how do they think they would feel, if they were forced to leave.
	Individually to whole class.
	

	Lesson 11
The objective of this lesson is to further refine the scope from children as refugees to thinking specifically about children in detention.

	Display Children in detention data set on smart board and play one or more of the videos.
Explain letter-writing activity.
Email the student log in details for Edmodo.
	Activity: Focus on children in detention

An overview of children in detention from the Department of Immigration and Citizenship (refer Appendix C) is displayed on the smart board.

Students also view one or more of the following videos, which provide information about children in detention, and put forward the case against the practice:

· http://endchilddetention.org/more-information/
· http://endchilddetention.org/take-action/teen-action/
· 16year old detainee story at http://vimeo.com/41746651
· 15 year old detainee story at http://vimeo.com/38971571
Activity: Children in detention: Letter writing

Students refer to the videos to generate ideas for writing a letter as follows:
Imagine you are in a detention centre, separated from your parents with no possessions. Write a letter to Immigration Minister of Australia asking to be released from detention and given a chance at a new life. Include some background about your experiences and what you have been through including why children should not be detained in this manner. Once complete upload the letter to Edmodo.


	Whole class

Individual work
	Smart Board and laptop for viewing data and videos
Write letter using Microsoft word

	Drawing conclusions (Expressing understandings and communicate to others) 

	Lesson 12
The objective of this lesson is for students to reflect upon how this unit of work has moved them. Students will be tasked with a summative assignment of 150 words on a reflective topic to be completed as homework. 

	Teacher gives an overview of the previously discussed information surrounding refugees, by prompting students to recall the common myths, public attitudes, statistics etc that they found interesting.
Teacher introduces assignment topics as follows:

· The debunked myth that most surprised/shifted you view and why – Lesson 5.

· How and why your attitude shifted with reference to the 4-part pie – Lesson 6.
· Students may negotiate own topic.
	Activity: Review of learning

Students are prompted to:
· Review their notes about common myths – refer Lesson 5.
· Refer to the 4 attitudes pie chart that is displayed in the classroom – refer Lesson 6.
· Review some of the key data – refer Lessons 4 and 11.
After this review of key learning, each student is tasked with planning an individual Summative Assignment of 150 words as follows:

· Consider topic options or negotiate a topic with the teacher.

· Discuss your topic with a partner as their questions may help develop your answer to the topic. 

· Plan an outline with an introduction, body and conclusion.


	Individual work
In pairs
Individual work


	Workbooks and wall displays


	Taking ethical action (being moved to respond)

	Lesson 13
The objective of this lesson is to provide students with an opportunity to respond to what they have learned about refugees in a practical way.

	Play a section of the “20 second example videos” to the class


	Activity: Support the campaign to stop children in detention

Students are given the opportunity to give their support to the campaign to stop the practice of children in detention by producing a 20 second video clip outlining what they would miss if they were in detention, and why they believe children should not be detained in this way. Students watch other student videos for this campaign at

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bl3dLY5OzUk&feature=bf_next&list=PL2E633EB288F0CFEE
Drawing on the letters drafted during Lesson 11, students prepare their own script. 

Using the iPad camera, or the web cam within the school laptops, students film their 20 second clip.

All students are required to write a script and produce their video, but will not be required upload the video itself unless they feel compelled to support the cause. Permission to upload the video will be required from their parents and those with permission may upload to YouTube and tagged using the procedure detailed at 
http://endchilddetention.org/take-action/teen-action/
Activity: Signing the petition

In addition, for those that wish to sign a petition supporting the removal of children from detention click the following link:
http://endchilddetention.org/take-action/teen-action/
The petition link is on the right hand side.

Enter your details and a short reason why you have signed the petition. Also you can read the feedback of others and find out why they have signed the petition.
	Individual work
In pairs


	Smart board and laptop for viewing video

1 x iPad between each pair

1 x PC or iPad for each student



Appendix A – Knowledge Poll adapted from Rutter, 1998, pp. 120-121

1. Give your own definition of a refugee. 

2. List any other words that are used to describe refugees? 

3. Most refugees live in rich countries. True or False
4. Give your own definition of a migrant.

5. What does the term illegal immigrant mean?

6. How many refugees are there in today’s world? 1 million/6 million/ 15 million/280 million

7. How many refugees were granted visas in 2009-10?
 Answers
1. A refugee is a person who has fled his or her country and cannot return because of a well-founded fear of persecution due to their race, religion, nationality or membership of a particular social group.
2. Boat people, asylum seekers, cue jumpers, free loaders, terrorist, illegals
3. False

4. A migrant is a person who has left his or her country voluntarily to make a new life in a new land.

5. Mostly it refers to people who overstay their legal visas from western countries such as the USA. It can also refer to Asylum seekers whose refugee status fails, which is less than 20% of people who arrive by boat. People who arrive by boat are not illegal, unless they have been assessed as such.
6. 15 Million

7. 13,770
Appendix B – Lyrics from “Emma” by Emmanuel Jal

Emmanual Jal: Emma

This one goes to Emma McCune 

Angel to the rescue one afternoon 

I'm here because you rescued me 

I´m proud to be part your legacy 

Thank you. Bless you RIP 

What would I be? Me 

If Emma never rescued me? What would I be? 

What would I be? 

Another starving refugee 

What would I be? 

What would I be? 

If Emma never rescued me? 

You would have seen my face on the telly 

fat hungry belly 

flies in my eyes, 

Head too big for my size 

Just another little starving child 

Running around in Africa, born to be wild 

Praise God, praise the Almighty for 

sending an angel to rescue me 

I got a reason for being on this Earth 

`Cause I know more than many what a life is worth 

I better get a job and stand my ground 

I´m going around mountains, leaps and bounds 

I ain´t an angel, hope I´ll be one soon 

And if I am, I wanna be like Emma McCune 

What would I be? 

If Emma never rescued me? 

What would I be? 

What would I be? 

Another starving refugee 

What would I be? 

If Emma never rescued me? 

I would have probably died from starvation 

Or some other wretched disease 

I would have grown up with no education 

just another refugee 

I stand here because someone cared 

I stand here because someone dared 

I know there is a lot of Emmas out there 

who is waiting and trying to save a life of a child 

What would I be? Me! 

If Emma never rescued me? 

What would I be? 

Another starving refugee 

I remember the time when I was small 

When I couldn´t read or write at all 

Now I'm all grown up, I got my education 

The sky is the limit and the cup is running over 

How I prayed for this day to come 

And I pray that the world find wisdom 

To give the boy in need some assistance 

Instead of putting up resistance, 

Sitting and waiting for the politics to fix this 

It ain´t gonna happen 

They´re all sitting on they asses 

Popping champagne and scrunching the masses 

coming from a refugee boy-soldier 

But I still got my dignity 

I gotta say it again 

If Emma never rescued me 

I´d be a corpse on the African plain 

What would I be? 

If Emma never rescued me? 

What would I be? 

Another starving refugee 

What would I be me? 

If Emma and never rescued me?
Appendix C

This table presents four different types of detention for children. 

\[image: image1.jpg]Children in immigration detention as at 20 May 2011

Total
Immigration Resicental Housing 25
immigration Transit Accommodation. 98
[Alternative Temporary Detenton in the Communty 693
Community Detention 266
Total 1082




   Source: Source: Australian Government – Department of Immigration and Citizenship. Immigration and Citizenship.
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